
 

 

 

Circular Choices – Collection of bio-based cases 

 

Objective  

Cepi is collecting examples/cases of bio-based innovations (1 per association) with the objective of 

creating a “map of innovation” (to be promoted on the website, in media and/or during our next event).  

The goal of this initiative is to highlight the diverse range of innovation cases developed within the 

forest-based sector. The cases can be related to both existing traditional solutions that keep 

innovating and/or new solutions. 

 

Instructions  

• Please fill in this form and send it back to us by Friday 01/08 (COB) 

• Please respect the character counts provided below. This is extremely important to guarantee 

consistency between the different cases.  

 

In case you need assistance with filling the form or/and wish to submit a case after the deadline, 

please contact Marine Bastin (m.bastin@cepi.org)  

 

All fields are mandatory unless stated otherwise 

 

 

Contact details  

 

Company: CFBL Coopérative Forestière (CFBL Forest cooperative) 

Location (Country, city): Parc de l'Empereur, BP 85, 19203 USSEL Cedex (FRANCE) 

 

Name contact person at the company: HÉLARY Nicolas 

Position: Research, development and innovation engineer 

Email: nicolas.helary@cfbl.fr 

Phone: (+33)6.42.67.44.13 

 

mailto:m.bastin@cepi.org


 

 

 

Name contact person at CC member:  

Email: 

Phone  

 

 

Project/case information  

 

Case/Project title: SolClimatForêt®: A forest diagnosis solution 

  

 

Case/project description (max. 1500 characters including space) 

Introduce the company, the project and the context in which it developed.  

CFBL is a French forest cooperative regrouping more than 16.000 adherents/forest owners. Our 

mission is to support our adherents in managing their forests, from planting to harvesting and timber 

marketing. The main concern of our adherents is to produce quality wood while ensuring that healthy 

and productive forests are passed on to future generations. In a context of climate change, it has 

become essential to analyse each forest more precisely before taking action. This is why the 

SolClimatForêt® project was created. 

SolClimatForêt® is a decision support tool that combines soil and station surveys (carried out by 

our forest technicians) with local climate data (past data and future projections based on the 6th 

IPCC report with a precision of 1km) to suggest a list of tree species supposedly suitable today 

and in the future. SolClimatForêt® can be used for all forest regeneration projects, but also to 

assess whether an existing forest stand still has long-term viability. It is an Android application 

designed for mobile use, functioning both online and offline. 

Currently, SolClimatForêt® is an internal tool, but our ambition is to make it available to other French 

forest cooperatives and forestry stakeholders, and why not to European forestry stakeholders. We 

are also eager to collaborate with other organizations — especially scientific institutions — that could 

help us enrich the database and enhance the overall efficiency of SolClimatForêt®. 
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Please answer the two following questions: 

1) CURRENT CONTRIBUTION: How is this innovation contributing to the EU bioeconomy? 

(max. 1500 characters including space) 

➢ Please feel free to further elaborate on employment, economic contributions, regional contributions, 

decarbonisation, management of natural resources, etc. 

➢ Discuss the value and significance of this contribution as a “Made in Europe” innovation. 

SolClimatForêt® is a decision support tool designed to help foresters address the challenges of 

climate change. In some regions, forests will inevitably evolve: certain tree species may disappear 

and others will need to be introduced to replace them — this is the principle of assisted tree 

migration. Foresters carry a great responsibility today when selecting these species: they must 

be well-adapted to local conditions, cause minimal disruption to existing ecosystems, and provide the 

wood resources essential to the European timber industry. SolClimatForêt® is here to support 

foresters in that mission. 

Furthermore, a SolClimatForêt® diagnosis can help avoid costly planting failures and can 

encourage reforestation of plots that are sometimes left abandoned. This could stimulate tree 

planting activity and the employment it generates. Moreover, the introduction of “new species”, 

often Mediterranean species, will require collaboration between European countries on the tree 

seeds market and the sharing of knowledge based on local field experience.   

SolClimatForêt® is a “Made in Europe” innovation, built upon European research and databases. It 

reflects the commitment of European stakeholders to take climate change seriously and to 

actively try to mitigate its impact on our forests. 

      

2) POTENTIAL AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS: How do you envision this solution evolving 

in the future, both in terms of competitiveness and meeting society’s needs? (max. 1500 

characters including space) 

➢ Please further elaborate on investments, decarbonisation, energy, employment, etc.  

➢ Discuss potential and future developments as a “Made in Europe” innovation.  

SolClimatForêt® is a new decision support tool that is still evolving and can be further improved. 

Opening it up to other French and European forestry stakeholders and collaborating with external 

partners — especially scientific institutions — would contribute to its development. Integrating new 

parameters could enhance its effectiveness, and the growing database of past diagnoses will allow 

for more precise recommendations through statistical analysis. 

A SolClimatForêt® diagnosis helps ensure that the right species is planted in the right place. A 

species planted on a well-adapted site will grow better, produce more wood and capture more 

carbon. Moreover, if the wood is of high quality, it can be used in long-lasting product, allowing the 

carbon to remain stored throughout the product’s entire lifespan.  

Wood is a key material in the ecological transition and offers a sustainable solution to limit our 

environmental impact. SolClimatForêt® supports foresters in making the right decisions today to 



 

 

 

secure tomorrow’s wood supply. Thanks to innovations like this, the European timber industry 

will continue to have access to a reliable and sustainable wood resource. 

 

Link to relevant page on website if appropriate:  

▪ https://www.cfbl.fr/document/cfbl-info-n-49-juillet-2024-final-2.pdf (pages 3 to 6)  

▪ https://www.cfbl.fr/document/cfbl-info-n-50-fevrier-2025.pdf (pages 8 and 9) 

 

Please submit the following files with your application:  

• Project picture (product, process) in high resolution 

• Company logo 

https://www.cfbl.fr/document/cfbl-info-n-49-juillet-2024-final-2.pdf
https://www.cfbl.fr/document/cfbl-info-n-50-fevrier-2025.pdf



